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RUSSIANS CONGR!
HISSLE NET FLAW

ITwo Military Chiefs Dlspute
a General’s Description of |
Invulnerable Defenses

By RAYMOND H. ANDERSON
Speclal to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Feh. 22—Two So-
viet military leaders conceded
tonight that antimissile defense
systems could not prevent all
cnemy rockets from reaching
their targets.

The warnings were voiced b}
Marshal Andrei A. Grechka
First Deputy Defense Minister
who is now acting as defens
chief, and Marshal Vasily I
Chuikov, head of the Soviet civi
defense program.

Their remarks, made on bthe
eve of Soviet Armed Forcey
Day, ccntradicted an asscrtion
by Gen. Pavel A. Kurochkin,
head of the Frunze Military

conference two days ago that
no enemy missiles could penc-

MOSCOW.

[In Washington, the De-
fense Department acknowl-
edged that there was a differ-
ence of opinion within the
Administration on the extent
of the Soviet Union’s deploy-
ment of a missile defense. It
stressed, however, that the
United States must assume
that the Russians had al-
ready started to deploy a na-
tionwide system or would
soon do so.]

Contradicted today was thi
assertion by General Kurochkin:

“If enemy mlssues fly, they

. amper detection from the ajr.
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will not arrive in Moscow.”
Marshal Grechko said that
the Soviet TUnion’s dcfcnses
would destroy only “many kinds
of rockets.”
The marshal's remarks were
in an article in Izvestia,
the Soviet Government ncws-
paper, commemorating the 49th
anniversary of the founding of
the Soviet armed forccs..
Marshal Chuikov, speaking on
television, praiscd the quality
of Soviet weapons but called
for an intensification of civil
defense measures. He cxplained:
“Unfortunately, there are no
means yet that would guarantee
the complete sccurity of our
citics and most important ob-
Jectlvcs from the blows of the

encmy’s woapon% of mass
destruction.”
The acknowledgmcnt that

there was no complete defense
against enemy missiles recalled
similar remarks made last year
by Marshal Rodion Y. Malinov-
sky, the Dcfense Minister, who
has been ailing, The statements

haowevcer, beeause of rccent ap-
peals by the United States for
1 moratorium on the installa-

rense networks.
Soviet Rockets Acclaimed

Prosident  Johnson, in  his
{tate of the Union Address Jan.
0, cxpressed concern that a So-
iet deployment of antimissile
efenses  would  compel  the
nited Statcs to take tougher
«cps and lead to a new arms
ce,

It is cstimated that 2 na-
onwide antimissile system in
1¢ Uniteq States would cost
10-billion.

In the Izvestia article, Mar
nal Grechko acclaimed ad-
s&ncos

in Sovict missile de-
lopment, including the per-
action of rockets that can be
loved to new sites qulckly tol

ldecision.

'thc installation of a limited
antimissile defense system
around Moscow, bul its inten-
tions about procceding with a
broader program are obscured
in secrecy and, according to
some Western  sources, in-

During his recent visit to
Britain, Premier Aleksei N. Ko-
sygin made a strong defense of:
antimissile systems as morally:
superior to offensive weapons,

A few days later, however
Pravda, the Soviet Commumst‘
party paper, intcrpreted .the
Premier’s remark in a way that
suggested Moscow was, ,Still
open to negotiations for a mora-
torium on deploying antimissile
systems,

Clanf:catwn by Pentagon
By WILLIAM BEECHER

Speclal t:o The New York Times -

WASHINGTON, Fch, 22 —
The Defense Department con-|
ceded today that there was a
basic difference of opinion with-
in the Johnson Administration
on the extent of the Soviet de-
ployment of a missile defensc.

Following a number of pub-
lished reports that the Joint
Chicfs of Staff disagreed with
the  Administration’s public
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statcments on the subject, thc
Pentagon put out a “clamfymg
statement,

Defense Sceretary Robert S.
McNamara, the statement said,
“hbclieves there is a great deal
of uncertainty about the char-
acter, extent and rate of dc-
ployment” of a scrics of defen-
sive installations bcing em-
placed in the Sovict Union.

Previously, President Johnson
and Mr. McNamara said a mis-
silc defense was known to be
installed only around Moscow.

Mr., McNamara told Congress
carlier this month that “the!
weight of cvidence at this time)
suggests” that a sccond defen-!
sive system, being deployed
clscwhcre in the Sovict Union,
‘is not intended primarily for|

—

[
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—aarshal said:

“Modern mcans of antiair-
craft defense assure the de-
struction of any aircraft and
many kinds of rockets.”’

The Soviet Union ‘has begun'

antiballistic missile defense.” ‘




